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6 YEARS EXPERIENCED (2006-2012) PREVALENCE OF POISONING
AND OVERDOSE IN CHILDREN REPORTED TO SIRIRAJ POISON

CONTROL CENTER

MISS. SUCHADA RUENGLERDPONG

Abstract

Backgrounds: The characteristic of poisoning and overdose of Thai children is very useful information
for doctor to provide anticipatory guidance. This study gathered all data of pediatric poisoning and
overdoses of Siriraj poison control center, which provides information and recommendation across the
country, 24-hour a day. The outcomes of this study would represent the characteristic of poisoning and
overdose of Thai children.

Objective: To know the characteristic of poisoning and overdose in Thai children in term of prevalence,
causes, pattern, level of severity, treatment and the outcomes.

Methods: The data collection forms of children (0-15 years of age) consulted to Siriraj poison control
center from 2006-2012 were reviewed.

Results: The total number of children who were consulted to Siriraj poison control center from 2006 to
2012 was 1,788 cases. The children who age 0-5 years were the majority (1,295 cases, 72.4%).
Pharmaceutical products were the most common xenobiotic caused poisoning or overdose in children (642
cases, 37.2%). Generally, children had got toxicity accidentally (1,381 cases, 77.2%) and oral ingestion
was the most frequent route of exposure in this study (1,662 cases, 93%). Gastric lavage and single dose
activated charcoal were common decontamination measures in hospital care (14.5% and 22.1%
respectively). The advanced life support, such as endotracheal intubation was needed only 2.3%. Nearly a
half of the children had minor effect as the final outcome. The mortality rate was 0.6% (11 cases).
Conclusion: The accidental poisonings is a significant cause of toxic exposure among preschool aged
children.

Key words: poisoning, overdose, children, prevalence, outcome



